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Personality and Paint
Decorating a room provides a great opportu-

niry for children to express their personalities, and
can be a great opportuniry for parents to learn
more about their kids. Remember your favorite
crayon in the Crayola box of 64? Listen closely
to your children to learn more about each child's
personality, preferences, and the colors they love.
"I ask the kids about their favorite things," says
Beth Keim of Lury and Company. "Girls love a
lot of color and impact as a whole. As for bo,vs,
well, if there is something to jump on - like a
great chair or bunk - they are happy!"

Connie Knowles Morgan of Studio 21 also
starts by learning each child's personaliry. "Chil-
dren respond to an environment that is filled
with the things they love," says Connie. "\W{hen
a child wakes up loving their space, it sets the
mood for their entire day. They need to wake
up in a happy room."

and Company

Inspiration and lmagination
The designers say they find inspiration for

their rooms from children's books, stationary,
Fabrics. rugs, art, and even wrapping paper.

Beth designed an entire room from a pat-
tern on a little girl's dress. "We blew it up and
duplicated it on the wall," she says. "I painted a
custom dresser to coordinate with the room and
I framed the dress as a gift and artwork. Using
a bold, big graphic and repeating elements and
patterns adds a cohesive look and makes a strong
impact."

Furniture, Fabric and Staying Power
Generally, there are three transitions in the

l i fe of a kid's room: The move from a crib to
a big kid bed at age 2 or 3; the changeover
from the toddler room to a kid's room from
ages 6 to 12; and then another redecoration
at age 17 or so.
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